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Sunday
God’s Rescue Plan

Luc was eager to have family worship. He wanted to hear more of the story of Martin Luther.
After Tess prayed, Dad reviewed that sin happens because of disobedience and separates people from God. He also reminded the family that Satan wants people to believe that God is harsh and unloving. Martin Luther believed this and was always trying to do things on his own to live a perfect life.
“One day as Martin was reading the book of Romans, something changed his life,” said Dad. “Let’s read Romans 1:16, 17:
“I am not ashamed of the Good News. It is the power God uses to save everyone who believes. . . . The Good News shows how God makes people right with himself. God’s way of making people right with him begins and ends with faith. As the Scripture says, ‘The person who is made right with God by faith will live forever [ICB].’ ”
Luc asked, “Isn’t the good news the story of Jesus and His life?”
“That’s right,” encouraged Dad.
“Then Paul is saying that if people believe the story and that Jesus died, God can save them,” Luc said. “I’m not sure what the ‘made right’ means, though.”
“It means a person who isn’t blamed by God for anything wrong,” said Dad. “Romans 3:10 says there is no human being who is sinless. God is the only one who is always right. Martin realized Romans 1 tells us that God had a plan to rescue humans from sin. When Jesus died on the cross, that was part of the plan. We must have faith that He will save us.”
“Martin then began to tell other people,” said Mom. “He even made a list of 95 ideas about this and nailed it to the door of his church in Wittenberg, Germany. Others then learned that God wanted them to trust His plan.”
“About this same time a man named Johannes Gutenberg invented a printing press that could be used to print Bibles,” said Dad. “And scholars began translating the Bible into English. Soon many people were able to read and own their own Bibles.”
I’m going to study my Bible every day, thought Luc.

Bible Verse
“Lord, you do what is right. And your laws are fair” (Psalm 119:137, ICB).

Activities
Find the city of Wittenberg, Germany, on a map.

Make a list of reasons you want to tell others about God.

Thought Question
Do you think it took courage for Martin Luther to nail his list of ideas to the church door?
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