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Tuesday
Washing Off the Dirt

Luc, Tess, and Jake were working in the family vegetable and flower garden when Mom called them inside. “I have something to show you,” she said.
Luc, Tess, and Jake hurried to wash the dirt off their hands and went into the house. Mom was standing at the counter in front of two vases of white flowers. 
“When I put the flowers in the vases, I began to think about our worship time,” Mom said. “We’ve been talking about how Jesus’ death justified us before God. These flowers reminded me of what happens after we are justified. I’m going to put some coloring in the water of one vase. See how the water changes colors?”
“It turned red!” said Jake.”
“That’s right,” said Mom. “The red water symbolizes the blood of Jesus, and the white flower is our life. Keep watching the flower and see what happens. We know that when Jesus died, He shed His blood for us.”
Mom then explained, “Another word for Jesus’ dying and shedding His blood for us is atonement. It means that the blood of Jesus changes our sin and makes us spiritually clean. Until we accept Jesus and His death, our lives are dirty, just as your hands were before you washed them.” 
“Look, the white petals are turning red!” Luc said excitedly.
“The red coloring in the water is being absorbed into the flower petals,” Mom said. “Our lives are like that when we accept Jesus and follow Him. We begin to change and become different in how we act and treat other people. When we ask Him to help us to say and do the right things, we can overcome the bad things we want to do.”
Mom added, “Jesus’ life flows into ours, just as the colored water made the white flower red.”
“I love Jesus and want to be changed,” said Luc. 
“Me, too,” said Tess.

Bible Verse
“But he was wounded for the wrong things we did. He was crushed for the evil things we did. The punishment, which made us well, was given to him. And we are healed because of his wounds” (Isaiah 53:5, ICB).

Activity
The blood of Jesus washes away our sins and makes our lives new again. With your family, sing the song “Nothing but the Blood of Jesus.”

Thought Question
How can you be like the flowers in the story and let Jesus fill your life?
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